Deuce Niven�Editor�Tabor-Loris Tribune.��My Corner/©2001 Tabor-Loris Tribune/Lyrics in italics��War and sweet, green icing�It¹s been difficult not to think of war in recent days.�Blame MacArthur Park, at least in part. Not the song, the book.�John Ponton, a New York native now living in Wilmington, took 30 years�to write the book after hearing Jimmy Webb¹s song sung by Richard Harris.�Harris had a Billboard number 2 hit with the song in 1968, and Donna�Summer¹s disco version topped that a decade later.�I¹ll confess that I¹ve always liked this song. I have no idea why. Its�words make no sense, and Harris¹ version has been soundly criticized as over�dramatic pop with way too much classical influence, especially in an�instrumental interlude that stretches nearly a minute and a half.�"MacArthur¹s Park is melting in the dark; All the sweet, green icing�flowing down..."�I¹m not sure what that has to do with Ponton¹s book, published last fall�and available through the 1st Books Library (www.1stbooks.com). In fact the�meaning of Webb¹s words have been fodder for debate since he penned them.�"Someone left the cake out in the rain; I don¹t think that I can take�it; Œcause it took so long to bake it; And I¹ll never have that recipe�again."�"OK, it may be far out there, and a bit incomprehensible, but that is�what I was trying to get at," Webb said in a 1998 interview. "I suppose the�whole thing was that I wrote the song at a time in the late 1960s when�surrealistic lyrics were the order of the day."�Ponton¹s book is more real than surreal, the story of Patrick Hanley, a�teen trying to make sense of the world in the 1960s, when assassinations,�the fight for integration, and war made no sense.�Through family, friends and lovers, Hanley tries to come to grips with�the madness of those days. He discovers loyalty, love, sex, duty, honor, and�death and tries to find meaning in all of these.�Ponton¹s narrative is engaging, and I found myself caring about his�characters, cheering them on in good times, saddened by the bad ones.�While MacArthur Park, The Novel tackles issues that defined the 60s, its�central focus is on war. It would spoil the ending to disclose the�conclusion Ponton reaches on Vietnam and the decision young men faced then�on their duty to country.�Duty to country and the tragedy of war are issues that seem in the�forefront again these days.�With the release of the movie Pearl Harbor last week, a barrage of news�stories about former Sen. Bob Kerry¹s tour of duty as a U.S. Navy SEAL in�Vietnam, and a moving magazine piece by novelist Pat Conroy, it¹s been�nearly impossible not to think of war.�I was privileged to talk with Tabor City¹s Horace Cox on Monday about�his experience in World War II. His story is elsewhere in this edition, but�I was reminded during our brief conversation that those who fight for our�country give up pieces of themselves in the process.�Many, like Cox, find the fight worth the cost, find this country worth�the sacrifice.�Others, like The Citadel graduate Conroy, once held a different point of�view. Conroy bares his soul in the Forbes article reprinted in the May issue�of Reader¹s Digest, and finds that his decision to dodge the draft and�protest the war in Vietnam was the wrong one.�"I understand now that I should have protested the war after my return�from Vietnam, after I had done my tour of duty," Conroy writes. "America is�good enough to die for, even when she is wrong."�-end-�




















